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About TF-AIDN
 TF-AIDN is a community-Driven 

workgroup formed by the Middle East 
Strategy Working Group (MESWG) of 
ICANN

 TF-AIDN was among the leading 
generation panel language scripts who 
completed their first level of Label 
Generation Rules (LGR).

 TF-AIDN has finished work for LGR 2 
for Arabic and Urdu Languages, 
covering Middle East, North Africa and 
Pakistan.

3



About MENA Region

 22 Arab States and the Adjoining Countries of Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Turkey

 Diversity 
 12 Countries have IDN ccTLD’s
 9300+ IDN Registered Domain Names in the ccTLDs of countries included in this 

region.
 Arabic Script languages are the most used languages in the Region 4

is the only official orthography

is the only official orthography, but other are recognized for national or

regional languages

is official alongside other orthographies

is official at a sub-national level (China, India) or is a

recognized alternative orthography (Malaysia)



Source : http://www.internetworldstats.com 5

Some Statistics

MENA Population
9%

Total WorldWide
91%

MENA REGION VERSUS WORLD POPULATION



Some Statistics

Source : http://www.internetworldstats.com 6



Source : http://www.internetworldstats.com 7

Some Statistics

English
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12%

Japanese
1%

Russian
15%

Rest of the 
Languages

6%

USERS GROWTH IN INTERNET ( 2000 -2017 )



Some Statistics
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MENA IDN Usage
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Sources:  
http://www.registre.ma/language/en/resources/e-statistiques
http://www.registre.tn/en/index.php?rub=262&srub=329
http://www.nic.sa/ar/view/statistics
EURID , year's 2017 report which is not yet finalised
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http*://dnsec.eg

مصر.نترا//:انترنت

Pure RTL , HTTP 
replaced by Arabic 

word “انترنت”
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http*://www*.dnsec.eg

مصر.نترا.*شبكة//:انترنت

Pure RTL , HTTP 
replaced by Arabic 

word “انترنت”

* : http or https
* : www[1-9] 

Internet

Internet

ntra.masr

shabaka.ntra.masr



abdalmonem@ntra.eg

مصر.نترا@عبدالمنعم

UTF-8-RTL@UTF-8-
RTL
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mailto: abdalmonem@ntra.eg

مصر.نترا@عبدالمنعم: رسالة الي

UTF-8: UTF-8-
RTL@UTF-8-RTL

ntra.masr

ntra.masr abdalmonem mailto

abdalmonem
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http://dnsec.eg

http://مصر.نترا

abdalmonem@ntra.eg

xn—wgbh1c@مصر.نترا
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I cannot use my IDN-Arabic 
Email To Sign-Up to My Social 

Media Accounts

Many Browsers  Support IDN-
Arabic URLs  , but sometimes 

URLs do not display consistently 
across all browsers

Only 9300+ of MENA 
domains are IDN’s

Most Of MENA People 
never heard about Domain 

names in their Local 
languagesAlmost 0% of the MENA 

region websites accept 
IDN-Arabic emails for 

registrations
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http://www.dnsec.eg/

Arabic Email 
Address 

Accepted & 
Processed



Negative Cycle

Worldwide MENA Region

Low User Uptake
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End User Satisfaction

End user awareness of IDNs 
is low

Limited user Experience

IDN literacy

There are Universal 
Acceptance issues with 
IDNs.
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Inside Business
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Deep View In MENA Region

Users expect domain names in 
ASCII “Low IDN Usage”

Most of the times they search 
using their Arabic language 
culture

 Limited awareness about Arabic 
domain names

 Limited number of activated 
Arabic domain names for Arabic 
content

Arabic language still represents 
less than 1% of both general 
websites, and websites 
associated with IDNs. “EURID”
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Arabic. Arabic Registration
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ACTIONS
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MAIN ACTORS
Registries

Registrars

Content 
Providers

Developers

Policy 
Makers

Registrant

End User
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TEST CASES
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INPUTS
Numbers

Letters

All letters included inside the Arabic script

Abbreviation Description
EN Arabic numbers
AN Arabic Indic numbers U+0660 to U+0669
AEN Extended Arabic Indic U+06F0 to U+06F9

Hyphen ( - )
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Items
 Domain Names including domains with a 

Unicode extension (Including 3 Levels) 

ex. Level-1.level-2.level-3

 Unicode local part email addresses with 
each domain

ex. unicode-local-part@unicode-
domain-part

 Internationalized Resource Identifiers 
([domain name] /[Folder]/[Page]. 
extension)

ex. unicode-
domain/Folder/page.extension
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Test-Cases Executive Summary

 Actual and expected results should 
be there for all tested items
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Different search engines

Different registration engines

Different browsers Different Text Editors Different CA issuers

Social Media



Test-Cases Samples
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Browsers Tests Results

Texting Editors Application “Word 2016”

Folder/page.extWriting Dot in RTL contextRTL.RTL.RTL/ascii/asci.ascii/مصر.نترا.اختبار

Folder/Page.extWriting Dot in LTR context/مصر.نترا.اختبار



Test-Cases Samples
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HTTPs Certificates

Social Media
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